
   

 
Sterling Police urges motorists to Click It or Ticket, no matter where you sit. 

 

On September 1, 2011 the Sterling Police Department was awarded a Sustained Traffic 

Enforcement (STEP) Grant from the Illinois Department of Transportation.  The purpose of 

the STEP Grant is to reduce the incidence of motor vehicle crashes, and the resulting 

injuries and fatalities, through increased highly visible enforcement of occupant restraint, 

impaired driving, speed, pedestrian safety and motorcycling licensing and registration laws 

during the national and state enforcement campaigns. 

The Sterling Police Department has partnered with IDOT for over 15 years with traffic safety 

grants.  The grant allows Officers to work on a hire back basis for 20-50 hours a week 

during the Holiday seasons, i.e. Thanksgiving, Christmas, St. Patrick’s Day, Memorial Day, 

etc.  The current grant award is for nearly $8,200 and runs Oct 1, 2011 thru Sept 31, 2012. 

With the holidays upon us, Sterling Police Department warns that whether you are traveling 

across town or across the state, if you or anyone in your vehicle is unbelted, you run the 

risk of getting an unwelcomed gift from law enforcement.  As of January 1, 2012, 

everyone, no matter the age or seating position, will be required to wear a safety belt.     

Everyone driving on Illinois roadways this holiday season is urged to drive carefully, do not 

drive impaired and, most importantly, buckle up each and every trip, night or day.  

Remember, the best defense against an impaired driver or a distracted driver is a safety 

belt. 

The Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) is proud 

that Illinois has a 92.9 percent daytime safety belt usage rate.  However, far too many 

drivers and passengers still do not buckle up.  In Illinois, during the Thanksgiving holiday 

period in 2010, 15 vehicle occupants died in motor vehicle traffic crashes; nine of those 

deaths involved a drinking driver and over 700 were injured. 
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